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Materials List For Band Classes  
(items with an *asterisk are recommended but not required) 

All students: 
● Instrument in working order (with a case, labeled with your name) 
● Standard accessories (oils, reeds, rosin, neck strap, etc.) 
● Metronome or metronome app for at-home practice 
● Electronic tuner or tuner app for at-home practice 
● Music stand for at-home practice 

  
Trumpet and Trombone Players: 

● Straight Mute: Dennis Wick/Tom Crown prefered; Stone Lined brand acceptable. 
● *Cup mute: Stone Lined brand 
● *Plunger mute (Jazz band only): Available at hardware stores 

  
Percussionists: (Suggested brands listed; other brands acceptable--see Mrs. K.) 

● Concert Drum Sticks:  Vic Firth SD1’s or Innovative IP1’s 
● Timpani Mallets:  Vic Firth T1 Generals 
● Marimba/Vibes Mallets:  Innovative Alberts 3106 or Encore NZ3R 
● Xylophone/Bell Mallets:  Musser M214 
● Stick bag (labeled with student name) 
● Snare/pad and bell kit for home practice 
● *Cymbal Mallets:  Balter SC2 
● *Pitch pipe for timpani  

 
Your initials must be written in permanent marker on your materials.  Your personal mallets, 
sticks, mutes,  music, etc. need to be stored in YOUR locker, not in the drumline room or 
percussion cabinet.  You must have all necessary materials in class each day to receive credit.  
 
Steve Weiss Percussion online generally has low prices and if you order with a friend you can 
split the shipping costs.  By the time you play in high school band you should own most of these 
mallets and should only need to purchase a few items.  If you already own comparable 
equipment of a different brand, you may use it.  As you add or replace equipment, please 
purchase the recommended brands.  



Grading System 
 

Playing Check-ups  5 points each  
Concerts:   20 points each 
Participation:   10 points per week 
Final Exam:   10%  of semester grade 

  
Grade Category Descriptions: 

Playing check-ups:  
Performed on a regular basis in class. The first check-up will serve as a chair-placement 
exam. The test material is generally taken from repertoire, or scales we are working on 
in class.  When check-up schedules and measures are announced, students are 
expected to keep track of dates and come prepared on test days.  
 
Concerts: 
Concert attendance is mandatory, not optional.  Concerts are a way for students to 
show off what they have learned over the course of the year, and are a vital part of your 
child’s music education. 

Occasionally there are unavoidable conflicts with a concert. When this happens, 
a written parent excuse must be given to the teacher at least ONE WEEK before the 
concert, this allows us to adequately prepare for your absence.  Emergencies and 
illness will be treated on an individual basis, but in general an illness excuse must be 
presented to the teacher WITHIN 24 HOURS of the student’s return to school. 
Improper notification could result in an unexcused absence for a concert, which drops 
the marking period grade significantly.  
 Excused absences from concerts need to be made up.  If an excused absence is 
not made up before the end of the quarter it is treated as an unexcused absence from a 
concert.  Please note that under most circumstances the following reasons will NOT be 
considered an excused absence from a performance:  drivers education, work, social 
functions, routine doctor, dentist, or hair appointments, and extracurricular activities like 
athletic practices, and athletic games (excluding play-offs or championships).  If you 
need to arrive late, or leave immediately after your band performs because of one of the 



above activities, please arrange this in advance with the director.  “In advance” does not 
mean the day of the concert!  Otherwise, all students are expected to be at the 
performance from stage call through stage strike.  If you are unsure of whether a conflict 
can be excused, please see the director individually.  Please check the performance 
calendar before scheduling outside commitments!  
 In order to receive an “A” for a concert, students must be on time, in the right 
attire, have all of the proper materials (instrument, reeds, music, etc.) and be a 
respectful audience member.  After most concerts, students also need to stay for clean 
up to maintain their “A” for the concert.  
 Students are expected to stay for the duration of all concerts unless there are 
extenuating circumstances.  It is important that students support the other ensembles at 
concerts and should act as a polite audience during these portions of the concert. 
Students must be in the audience (and not roaming around the halls or rehearsal room) 
during the portion of the concert in which they do not perform.  At the end of the concert, 
students are expected to help strike the stage before they go home. 
  
Participation: 
Students must be actively engaged in all rehearsals and lessons. This means coming 
prepared with all necessary materials, and contributing to an atmosphere free of 
distractions (cell phones, social drama, homework from other classes, etc.).  

● Per FHS code of conduct: Cell phones must be put away prior to entering the 
classroom environment. The use of cell phones in a classroom environment is at 
the sole discretion of the teacher. Violations are subject to disciplinary referrals. 

● In the interest of contributing to a distraction-free rehearsal, Franklin Band 
students will lock cell phones safely in their band locker during band class. 
Air pods/earbuds and other personal music devices are also not permitted. 

  
Final Exam 
The final exam for all classes consists of a playing portion and a written portion. The 
Spring band concert will serve as the Semester Two final exam for Seniors. 

 



Attendance 
 
Band class attendance policies are the same as other classes at FHS.  Students are 
expected to be in their seats with their instrument and materials when the bell rings, 
failure to do so will result in a tardy even if the student is in the room.  Once the bell 
rings the students are expected to be assembling their instruments so they can be 
ready for the “downbeat” as soon as attendance is taken, students that are still 
assembling their instruments at the downbeat are considered tardy.  Percussionists 
should be setting up their section for the rehearsal during the time other students are 
assembling instruments and may continue through warm up if set up is extensive. 
  
Students are expected to attend band class.  If a student is absent from class they will 
not receive participation points for the rehearsal.  Occasional absences will not heavily 
impact the student’s overall grade, however consistent absences will result in a lower 
grade due to the accumulating lost participation points.  Participation points may not be 
made up unless the student is on a medical waiver through an administrator or has an 
extended planned absence.  Also, if a student misses band class on a test or quiz day 
because she/he is ill, at an appointment or any other legitimate reason, a parent note 
can be provided for make-up tests/quizzes to be offered.  No note = zero on any 
assignments or quizzes for the day.  
 
 

Rehearsal Etiquette 
Performance classes generally have a different “vibe” than other classes.  The classes 
are larger, students are sitting in very close proximity to their friends, and the success of 
the class depends heavily on the success of each individual.  Due to these 
circumstances, students are asked to keep a quiet atmosphere during the lesson. 
Talking and playing while instructions are being given is rude and not tolerated. 
Excessive talking and/or distracting behavior will result in loss of participation points and 
will affect the student’s grade and citizenship mark.  
 



Chair Placements & Challenges 
Chair placement is determined in September and January via a playing test. 
Thereafter a student may increase his or her chair placement by challenging the next 
chair.  To challenge: 

1. Choose challenge music from your folder (if challenging a student on a higher 
part, the music of the higher part must be used). 

2. Inform the challengee of the challenge and give them one week to practice the 
parts. 

3. On the day of the challenge inform Mrs. Kuchta.  The challenge will be performed 
live at the beginning or end of the rehearsal. 

4. No challenges two weeks before a concert or festival. 
5. If the challenger loses the challenge he/she must wait one week to re-challenge. 

If the challengee loses the challenge he/she may re-challenge immediately. 
6. Ties are given to the highest chair. 

 

Concert Attire 

Jazz Band:  
Black slacks, black collared shirt, black shoes, black socks.  Red suspenders and/or bowtie. 
  
Symphony Band:  
Boys:  Black slacks, black dress shirt (tie optional), black shoes, black socks. 
Girls:  Black slacks or ankle length skirt, white long-sleeved blouse, black shoes, black 
hose.  Do NOT wear above-the-knee skirts or sleeveless, off-she-shoulder or spaghetti 
strap dresses/blouses! 
 
Concert Band: 
Boys:  Black slacks, white dress shirt (tie optional), black long tie, black shoes, black 
socks. 



Girls:  Black slacks or ankle length skirt, white long-sleeved blouse, black shoes, black 
hose.  Do NOT wear above-the-knee skirts or sleeveless, off-she-shoulder or spaghetti 
strap dresses/blouses!  
 

NOTE: The goal for both girls and boys should be to look professional and conservative.  We aren’t 
interested in seeing knees, shoulders, cleavage, or anything else that would distract from the reverence of 
a formal concert. 
 

School Property 

Sheet Music: 
Each student receives quite a bit of sheet music for the year.  Any music defaced, damaged or 
lost will cost the student $1.00. 

● When music is handed out, students must check to make sure they received all parts for 
their section.  They must notify Mrs. Kuchta if they did not receive enough copies. DO 
NOT SHARE MUSIC!  If a student is absent on pass-out days, the section leader should 
hold the extra parts. 

● When students trade music due to a challenge or a change of seating, it is expected that 
they check to make sure they have received all of the music. It is the student’s 
responsibility to check and maintain their music folder! 

● Percussionists must keep music in their lockers, not in the cabinet or closet.  
●  Students are to keep their own folders with only their music.  DO NOT EVER SHARE 

FOLDERS OR MUSIC IN REHEARSAL. 
● Music picked up off of the floor after class will be stored and can be purchased for $1.  

  
Lockers: 
Each band and orchestra student will receive an instrument locker with a provided 
padlock. In some cases there are not enough lockers or one large enough for certain 
instruments.  These students will either have to share a locker or will be given another 
area in which to store their instruments. Unless students have special permission to 
store their instrument in a space other than a locker, no instruments should be left in the 
band room or practice hall. Please read the guidelines below for the lockers: 

1. Lockers are assigned and if a student needs more space for additional 
instruments he/she  must see the director, do not switch lockers or combination 
locks without permission. 

2. FHS is not responsible for lost or stolen items out of unlocked band lockers, 
including the lock itself.  Keep your locker locked! 



3. Keep valuables (cell phone/purses/etc.) in your LOCKED locker during class. 
Lockers are in a hallway that is used by the entire student body: Keep your 
lockers locked even during class time. 

4. Items should never be stored on top of the lockers. 
5. Students leaving food, drinks, wet swimsuits, or anything that smells or damages 

their locker can lose the privilege of having a locker. 
6. Do not put tape or anything permanent inside or outside your locker. 
7. Damage to you locker will result in the potential loss of locker privileges. 

  
DO NOT LEAVE EQUIPMENT IN AN UNLOCKED LOCKER! 

 
Practice Room Usage & Rules: 
The Band/Orchestra Hall practice rooms are generally available after school Monday 
through Thursday between 2:30 and 3:15 as long as an FHS staff member is present. 
Please see Mrs. Kuchta, Mrs. Olsen, or Mrs. Cirihal for access to practice rooms. 
 

●  Students caught vandalizing the band room, storage rooms, or practice rooms 
will be referred to their assistant principal, receive an E for the marking period 
and may be permanently dropped from band or orchestra.  This includes 
damaging the walls, ceiling, lockers, or any equipment in the band room. 
Vandalism is disrespectful and not tolerated! 

● Students are not to use the band room or practice hall as a personal holding pen 
for their belongings unless directed to do so.  Use your lockers! 

●  Food, gum, and drinks other than water are not allowed in the band room. 
●  It is recommended that pre-marching band food be consumed by the cafeteria. 

Always clean up after yourselves. Do not leave a mess for someone else to take 
care of. 

  
School instruments: 
A limited number of instruments are available for check out through FHS.  Students may 
check out an instrument on a first come, first served basis.  A school instrument 
checked out to a student is expected to be returned in the same condition in which it 
was checked out.  Any damage other than normal wear and tear will be charged to the 



student (i.e. dents, cracks, bent keys or rods, will be charged to the student, but normal 
adjustments or sticky valve repairs will not).  Students with school instruments are 
expected to take care of them as if they were their own. 

  
Please note that the school does not provide reeds, strings, oils, waxes, sticks, or any 
other standard care equipment.  Students using a school instrument should provide 
their own mouthpiece, neck strap, and reeds. In return, no maintenance fee is charged 
for the use of a school instrument.  If a student leaves a school instrument in an 
unlocked locker, he/she risks losing the privilege of using a school instrument. 
 
Percussion instruments: 
There is a large amount of expensive percussion instruments stored in the band room. 
Only percussionists enrolled in a performance class are allowed to play them.  Auxiliary 
instruments used during rehearsal need to be placed back into the storage cubicles 
after each rehearsal.  The section leader needs to double check the section before 
leaving the classroom. 
 

Additional Opportunities  
  

Marching Band 
Our Franklin Marching Patriots rehearse Wednesdays and Fridays after school, with 
sectionals on Tuesdays. We perform at all home football games, pep assemblies, 
elementary schools, and travel to local festivals and competitions throughout September 
and October. Registration for Marching Band typically occurs in May of the previous 
school year, so please be on the lookout for information if you are interested in joining 
this hardworking group of students! 
 

Festivals 
Solo and Ensemble Festival: 
Frequently Asked Questions About the Solo and Ensemble Festival: 
Q.  Who can participate?  



A.  All high school students enrolled in a performance class. 
  
Q.  How do I pick music? 
A.  Ask your private teacher, go to a music store. (FHS does not own much S/E music). 
  
Q.  Do I go as a soloist or part of an ensemble or both? 
A.  Your choice, but it is recommended that if you perform as a soloist that you work 
with a private teacher to help you choose and prepare the literature.  You may perform 
up to three times at the festival (you may perform in large chamber ensembles of 9-20 
players in addition to your solo and small ensembles).  If you would like to perform with 
other kids, ask around to see if anyone else would like to perform with you.  
  
Q.  Who helps us get ready 
A.  Much of the work is done on your own.  Ask your private teacher to help you with 
solos. It is strongly recommended that you play your music for Mrs.Kuchta a week or 
two prior to the festival so that issues that could result in disqualification can be resolved 
before the festival.  
  
Q.  Do I have to have an accompanist? 
A.  If your music calls for piano accompaniment, you MUST have an accompanist. 
There are several piano players that regularly accompany FHS students, and their 
contact info will be made available in November.  If you show up without an 
accompanist and your music calls for it, your judge will not give you a rating. 
  
Q.  How do I qualify for the State Solo and Ensemble Festival? 
A.  You must earn a Division I rating to go to state.  
  
Q.  What are the proficiencies at state? 
A.  If you go to state as a 10th, 11th or 12th grader you must play memorized scales 
and sight-read in addition to your solo (ensembles don’t need to do this).  The scales 
are an EASY 25 points if you practice them, but can absolutely destroy your rating if you 
don’t. 
  



Q.  Once I’ve qualified for state can’t I just relax because the hard part is over? 
A. NO!  If you get an outstanding score at State you can qualify for the Michigan Youth 
Arts Festival Band or Orchestra.  These groups consist of the best high school 
musicians in Michigan and you get out of two days of school in May to go practice with 
them for a big concert and weekend festival in Kalamazoo.  Also, the top chamber 
ensemble in each category (flute, saxophone, mixed woodwind, brass, string, and 
percussion) in the state are selected to perform at MYAF.  It’s a wonderful experience 
so don’t slack off before State! 
 
Festival Hosting Duties:  Franklin applies to host Solo & Ensemble festival each year. 
This is a tremendous fundraiser for the Instrumental music department. Hosting this 
event requires “all hands on deck” in order to run smoothly. All band and orchestra 
students are required to assist on Festival days. A schedule will be made of all worker 
assignments. Please leave open availability on BOTH weekends until the schedule is 
determined. Solo & Ensemble dates for 2020: 

● Saturday, February 1st- 7AM-5:30PM (lunch and snacks provided) 
● Saturday, February 8th- 7AM-5:30PM (lunch and snacks provided) 

  
MSBOA District Band and Orchestra Festival: 
In late-February/ early-March, the FHS ensembles will perform in the MSBOA District 12 
band and orchestra festival. Ensembles will perform a prepared program; sight-read 
new music in front of a panel of judges; and receive comments for improvement in 
musicianship. The attendance policy for Festival is the same as for other performances. 
Please note:  The calendar lists several dates for festival (Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday) we are not notified of the final date and time for our ensembles until 2-3 
weeks prior to the festival so it is important that you avoid planning personal events for 
both dates until our time is announced. 

 

A Note About Instrument Quality 
  
Quality equipment is essential.  Students that play on poor quality instruments, 
mouthpieces, and reeds, experience unnecessary challenges with pitch, breath control, 



and beauty of sound.  An instrument can be a big purchase and one not to be made 
without the guidance of a private lesson teacher or band director.  Some salespeople 
will sell you the brand that turns the most profit without much consideration to your 
individual needs.  If you buy on amazon, craigslist or ebay you may be purchasing a 
poor quality instrument that will cause frustration and endless repair bills unless you 
know what brands to look for.  
  
Some things to take into consideration when purchasing an instrument: 
  
·      Buy a quality instrument that will last.  Even if you do not continue to play in college, 
you will get much better resale from a top brand instrument. 
  
·       Do NOT buy an “off-brand” instrument!  Ever!  These are poor quality instruments 
that will break, produce a poor tone quality, play out of tune and need constant 
adjustments.  And many instrument repair people will REFUSE to repair off brand 
instruments because they are so bad.  It can be difficult to know the difference between 
an off-brand and a reputable brand if you are not familiar with band instrument brands. 
  
·       A used instrument of a good make/model is a much better purchase than a brand 
new poor quality instrument.  Instruments that are treated well and receive regular 
maintenance last for decades. 
 

Suggested Step-Up Instrument Brands 
 

Flute:  Yamaha YFL 481H or Azumi 2 or Azumi 3 
o    Piccolo:  Yamaha YPC 81 
o    Clarinet:  Buffet R13 (you will need this if you plan to be a music major) or Buffet E11 
(very good student clarinet).  
o    Alto Saxophone – Yamaha YAS 875 or Selmer Super Action 80 
o    Tenor Saxophone – Yamaha YTS 875 or Selmer Super Action 80 
o    Trumpet – Bach 180S 37 ML bore 
o    French Horn – Holton Farkas H-180 or Conn 6D artist series (do not buy a single 
horn!) 
o    Trombone – Conn 88H, or Bach 42B closed wrap F attachment  or 
Yamaha YSLL448G Intermediate with F attachment 
o    Euphonium – Yamaha 321 or Meinl Weston compensating valve on side. Do not 
purchase a three valve euphonium! 
  



·       If you can not currently afford to upgrade your instrument you still make a big 
difference in your tone quality and intonation simply by purchasing a high quality 
mouthpiece and good reeds.  High School musicians should not be playing on the 
mouthpiece that came with the instrument.  These are intended for beginners and if you 
play on a beginning mouthpiece, you will sound like. . . a beginner!.  
  
o    Clarinets:  M13 Lyre mouthpiece  Van Doren reeds either 3 or 3.5.  Get rid of your 2’s 
and 2.5’s, they are for beginners!  Use up the box and don’t buy any more.  Avoid Rico 
reeds they are firewood! .  Rico blue box (Royal) are ok for bass clarinet or contra.  
  
o    Saxophones: Selmer C* (C-star) mouthpiece.  The next best choice is a 
Yamaha 5C or 4C mouthpiece .   If your mouthpiece does not have a brand stamped on 
it, it’s not a good sign.  .  Get rid of your 2’s and 2.5 reeds, they are for beginners!  Use 
up the box and don’t buy any more.  Avoid Rico reeds they are firewood!  Get Van 
Doren 3 or 3.5 reeds.  
  
o    Double reed players should be playing on hand finished or hand made reeds. 
Forrestsmusic.com is a good resource.  
  
o    High school trumpet players should NOT be playing on a 7C. If you are taking private 
lessons your teacher will recommend a mouthpiece that will work for you.  Otherwise a 
good “standard” mouthpiece is the Bach 3C.  Also, do not buy any mouthpiece that 
claims you will play “higher” or “louder” (i.e. Megatone)—these are shallow cup, 
gimmicky mouthpieces that make you lose all depth of sound as well as dynamic range 
and they do not blend.  
  
o    Trombone:   Bach 6 ½ AL mouthpiece (not a 12 C!!) 
  
o    Horn:  Holton MDC mouthpiece 
  
o    Euphonium players:  Schilke 51D mouthpiece  
  
What about plastic mouthpieces for brass instruments?  These are great for very 
cold weather during marching band when your lips will become numb when playing on a 
metal mouthpiece.  Plastic mouthpieces are also an alternative for students who have a 
nickel allergy and can not play on a nickel mouthpiece.  They are not good mouthpieces 
for other situations because you lose stability and depth of sound.  
  
 



What about instruments that come in cool colors?  
Short answer:  No 
Longer answer.  No way. 
Real answer:  Colored instruments are made cheaply (which is why they are cheap!), 
and will break, play out of tune, and have terrible tone quality.  The brass instrument 
color will flake off in your hands and the woodwinds will feel really nice for a couple of 
weeks before the rods start bending and the pads stop sealing.  The exception to this is 
the P-Bone —while it’s not appropriate for band, it’s a great instrument for beginners 
who may have trouble lifting the weight of a metal trombone and who might be more 
inclined to dent the slide.  For older kids, it’s a fun toy that is actually surprisingly well 
made, but it doesn’t get the dynamic or depth of tone necessary for band use. 
 
  
Private Lesson Teachers 
  
Private Lessons are a great way to be challenged and work on advanced technique. 
Solos, etudes and technique are studied in private lessons and personal attention is 
paid to characteristics that are necessary for improving individual tone and skill level. 
It’s important to study with a teacher that compliments the personality of the student and 
also has a reputation for quality instruction.  Often the best instructors teach from their 
home studios and maintain their clientele through word-of-mouth recommendations. 
Here are some recommended local private lesson teachers: 
  
Flute: 
Cathy Feldman  (734) 330-6946   www.cathyfeldman.com 
Amy King  (734) 657-3735 
Flute Specialists 1-888-590-5722  info@flutespecialists.com 
  
Oboe: 
Marianne Hooker  734-261-3080 
Lynn Marie Flegg  248-471-3532 
  
Bassoon: 
Tim Abbott  www.timothyabbott.net 
  
Clarinet: 
Rob Wilson: 313-330-6013 
Lauren Staniszewski  248-7970467 
Curtis Noborikawa  curtisnm@umich.edu 

http://www.cathyfeldman.com/
http://www.cathyfeldman.com/
http://www.timothyabbott.net/
http://www.timothyabbott.net/


  
Saxophone: 
Danny Hawthorne-Foss  (415) 596-3573 
Adam Taylor  (248)302-3726 
  
Trumpet: 
Jean Moorehead-Libs:  734-677-8313  Jean88Jim@aol.com 
Becky Bloomer  bagaro@umich.edu 
  
Horn: 
Eric Grunkemeyer Grunkemeyerhorn@gmail.com, 248-819-2467 
Crystal Rumbell  cmrumbell@gmail.com 
  
Trombone: 
Eric Bottorff p.eric.bottorff@gmail.com  
  
Euphonium: 
Eric Bottorff p.eric.bottorff@gmail.com 
John Leahy  847-373-4642 
  
Tuba: 
Eric Bottorff p.eric.bottorff@gmail.com 
Neal Campbell  248-646-7870   neal2ba@aol.com 
  
Pecussion: 
Chuck Ricotta  cricotta@umich.edu 
Andy Wade wadea1355@gmail.com 
Daniel Mcdonald  www.percussionistdaniel.com 
 
  

 Franklin Bands Website & Calendar 
 www.livoniafranklinbands.weebly.com 

 
Scan the above QR code to access the Google Calendar on your cell phone. 

http://www.percussionistdaniel.com/
http://www.percussionistdaniel.com/
http://www.livoniafranklinbands.weebly.com/


Parent / Student Signature Page 
  

I have read the FHS Bands Survival Guide; I will make a reasonable effort to 
acquire all required materials by the second week of classes; I have made note of 

all important dates in my personal/family calendar and will communicate any 
known conflicts as soon as possible; I agree to abide by the policies relating to 

Attendance, Rehearsal Etiquette, Concert Attire, and School Property. 
 

 
 
 
 
Student Name (printed):  ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Signature : ________________________________  Date: _______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (printed):  _________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature : _____________________________  Date: __________ 
 
 
 
Please complete this form and submit to Mrs. Kuchta by the end of the second week of 

the semester. Please feel free to email at any time with questions! 
Lkuchta@livoniapublicschools.org 


